Unconfirmed Minutes of the Medical Association of South East Asian Nations (MASEAN) Mid-term Council Meeting held on Friday, 20 November 1998 at Paradise Sandy Bay Hotel, Penang, Malaysia.
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Dr Oon Sui Chee, Ministry of Health, Brunei Darussalam

Dr Sommone Phounsavath and Dr Kongsap Ackhavong, Ministry of Public Health, Vientianne, Lao PDR
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1. Introduction

1.1 The medi-term MASEAN Council business meeting commenced at 2.20pm after the welcome speech by Dr Lee Yan San, President of MMA and Chairman of the Organising Committee, followed by the opening address given by the MASEAN Chairman of 1997-1999, Dr Kachit Choopanya.

1.2 Dr Cheong Pak Yean, Secretary General of MASEAN invited a representative from each Association to introduce their delegates, beginning with MASEAN member, followed by Associate member country, and finally the observers.

1.3 Dr Cheong explained that Cambodian Medical Association would be accepted as full member of MASEAN once it becomes a member of ASEAN.

1.4 As for Brunei and Laos PDR which are ASEAN members, they would also be automatically accepted as MASEAN member when they form a national medical association respectively. 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting

2.1 Dr Cheong proceeded to invite members to comment on the minutes of the last MASEAN Council Meeting held on 31 October 1997 in Chiangmai, organised by Medical Association of Thailand.

2.2 Dr P Krishnan of MMA raised the question of who is responsible for taking minutes of the proceedings of MASEAN meetings.

2.3 Dr Cheong replied that the minutes of this mid-term meeting would be recorded by MASEAN Secretariat.

2.4 Dr Cheong noted the typographical errors (CMAAO instead of SEAMEO / Myanmar instead of Mynmar) as highlighted by Dr Vijaya of MMA and Dr Kyaw Win of MyMA.

2.5 Dr Cheong also clarified with Dr Vijaya that the draft copy of the Asian Health Translator, one of the MASEAN Project, was presented at Chiang Mai.

2.6 The Minutes of the last meeting was passed as proposed and seconded by IMA and SMA respectively.

3. Country Report

3.1 Each member association presented a country report.  The full country report of MASEAN members, associate member and observers were circulated prior to the Meeting.  The presenter of each country is listed below:

Association
Presenter

Indonesia Medical Association
Dr Merdias Almatsier

Malaysian Medical Association 
Dr Yeow Eng Lee

Myanmar Medical Association
Dr Kyaw Win

Singapore Medical Association
Dr Tan Sze Wee

Medical Association of Thailand
Dr Pongsri

Vietnam General Association of Medicine and Pharmacy
Dr Dang Van Duong

3.2 Associate member, Cambodia Medical Association presented its country report next, followed by observer countries, namely, Brunei, Australia and New Zealand.

3.3 World Medical Association represented by Dr Azrul Azwar also gave a brief report of its activities over the past year.  He informed that a number of important declarations were passed at the Ottawa Conference held this year.  He mentioned that currently, Thailand, Indonesia and Philippines are members of WMA.  He explained the membership categories of WMA and encouraged the other MASEAN members to join the WMA.

4.1.3 The MASEAN Secretariat would be responsible for collating the reports from the respective countries

7.2 He informed that the registration fee has not been finalised, and that the VGAM would keep MASEAN members posted of the latest programme.

