Confirmed minutes of the 9th conference of the Medical Association of South East Asian Nations (MASEAN) held on Friday and Saturday, 29-30 October 1999 at Hanoi Daewoo Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam

The 9th MASEAN Conference was held from 29 to 30 November 1999 at Daewood Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam.  

1. DELEGATES AT THE 9TH MASEAN CONFERENCE

Member Present:

Cambodia Medical Association (CMA)

Prof Dr Sau Sokkhonn, President

Dr Mom Chot, Vice President 

Dr Chou Pin, Deputy Secretary General

Dr Mao Tan Eng, Member

Dr Seng Sery, Member

Dr Tea Sok Eng

Indonesian Medical Association (IMA)

Dr Merdias Almatsier, President

Dr Habullas Thabrany, Secretary General

Malaysian Medical Association (MMA)

Dr P Krishnan, President

Dr N Athimulam, President Elect

Dr Leow Eng Lee, Honorary Secretary General

Dr N Arumugam, Honorary Deputy Secretary

Myanmar Medical Association (MyMA)

Prof U Ko Lay, Vice President

Prof Samuel Kyan Hla, Secretary General

Dr U Sein Win, Business Secretary

Singapore Medical Association (SMA)

Assoc. Prof Goh Lee Gan, President

Assoc. Prof Cheong Pak Yean, Secretary General of MASEAN

Dr Tan Kok Soo, Second Vice President

Dr Wong Chiang Yin, Honorary Secretary

Dr Tan Sze Wee, Honorary Assistant Secretary

Dr Yue Wai Mun, Honorary Treasurer

Medical Association of Thailand (MAT)

Dr Kachit Choopanya, Outgoing MASEAN Chairman

Prof Dr Arun Pausawasdi, President

Dr Wanchat Suhachturas, Chairman, Scientific Programme

Pr Dr Pongsiri Prathanari, Rector of Chiang Mai University

Dr Vinit Rodanant, Member Council

Assoc. Prof Dr Supachai Ratanameechat, Member 

Dr Chatri Banchuen, Member 

Dr Napothorn Banchuen, Member 

Assoc. Prof Dr Atirek Chivabongs, Member 

Prof Dr Somsri Pausawasdi, Member 

Aum Dr Quichai Pleangparasiti, Member 

Pol Col. Dr Chumsak Pruksapong, Member 

Vietnam General Association of Medicine & Pharmacy (VNGAMP)

Prof Hoang Dinh Cau, Incoming MASEAN Chairman, President of VNGAMP

Prof Nguyen Thu Nhan, Vice President

Dr Tran Huu Thang, Deputy Secretary General

Prof Nguyen Vurong, Deputy Secretary General

Dr Dang Van Duong, Member

Dr Nguyen Quoc Truong, Member

Observer Present: 

Lao PDR

Absent:

Philippines Medical Association

Ministry of Health – Brunei Darussalam 

2. OPENING CEREMONY

i. Vietnam Governmental Leaders who attended the conference:

Prof Deputy Prime Minister, Pham Gia Khiem

Prof Minister of Ministry of Health, Do Nguyen Phuong

Prof Vu Tuyen Hoang, Chairman of Vietnam Scientific and Technical Associations

ii. Introduction and Roll Call  

Dr Tran Huu Thang, Deputy Secretary General of VGAMP, Head of the Organising Committee introduced the presidium of the conference, 8 delegations of ASEAN Medical Association and the head of each member associations, amid deafening applause of all the participants.

Dr Kachit Choopanya (MAT), outgoing Chairman of MASEAN gave the opening speech and announced that he had served his two-year term as Chairman of MASEAN in 1999 and handed the office over to the incoming Chairman of MASEAN, Prof Hoang Dinh Cau, President of VGAMP, Chairman of the host country.  Dr Kachit expressed his sincere gratitude to all ASEAN Medical Associations for their enthusiastic support and cooperation during his two-year term as Chairman.  He also extended is sincere thanks to the Organising Committee of VGAMP for their great effort in preparing carefully and thoughtfully this 9th MASEAN Conference. 

Prof Hoang Dinh Cau, Chairman of MASEAN delivered his speech, thanking Dr Kachit Choopanya for his kind compliments about Vietnam.  As for his personal capacity, he also promised to work and cooperate with International colleagues in ASEAN region in an effort to better fulfil the given tasks.  He wished all the delegates an enjoyable stay in Vietnam and the 9th MASEAN Conference a success.

Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam, Pham Gia Khiem welcomed all delegates from ASEAN Medical Associations to the Conference.  On behalf of the Government of Vietnam, he affirmed that Health service in each country should be given the unrelenting consideration from its government so as to provide better health service for people, in particular, the poor, the children, the women, the disabled and the elderly.  He added that many seminars and symposiums of ASEAN had been organised in Vietnam.  He then wished all the delegates good health and the Conference success.

The Opening Ceremony concluded with a photo-taking session in the conference hall with Vietnamese officials and friends with the banner of MASEAN logo and  Conference theme of “ASEAN Medicine on the Dawn of the 21st Century” as background.

C. BUSINESS SESSION 1 

The Business Section 1 was chaired by Assoc. Prof Goh Lee Gan, President of Singapore Medical Association and Dr Merdias Almatsier sp. s (K), President of Indonesian Medical Association.


Assoc. Prof Goh Lee Gan, moderator of the session invited representatives of MASEAN member country, according to alphabetical order, to present their country report, which had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting.    As the Philippines Medical Association was not able to attend the Conference, Assoc. Prof Goh Lee Gan summarised the activities the Philippines Medical Association as reported in its country report, which was also submitted and circulated to all members before the meeting.

All member countries reported their endeavour to work towards closer cooperation with the Ministry of Health in each country to carry out their activities and reiterated their commitment to maintain close ties with fellow member countries.

D. BUSINESS SESSION 2

Panel 1: Hospital Financing and Budget issue

Dr P Krishnan, President of Malaysian Medical Association was the moderator of the seminar.  

Issues on economy management were discussed.  It was mentioned that there are constraints on management mechanism, financial issues for the demand of high-tech health care delivery to poor people.  Members were particularly concerned with Thailand Medical Association’s presentation on the “Health Card” scheme.

In general, these reports were useful to members since they reflected the pertinent issues which affect all countries.  Many countries encountered similar difficulties in the same areas.

Panel 2: Integration of Traditional and Modern Medicine

Prof U Ko Lay, Vice President of Myanmar Medical Association chaired this seminar.

Representatives of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam presented their reports on this theme.  All reports pointed out that traditional medicines in their countries were mostly from China and Japan.  Some countries such as Lao PDR, Vietnam and Cambodia reported that they have their own herbal medicines which were passed down over the centuries, which were effective for certain treatments.

Concerning the role of traditional medicine in health care service, there were different views on the assessment of its effectiveness.  While some countries considered traditional medicine to be very important and needing further developments, others viewed it as an additional combination with modern medicine practice and included in teaching and learning programmes in medical colleges and universities.  Generally, the conference realised that further development on the use of herbal medicines would be better for health than taking modern drugs that consist of a lot of toxic chemicals and accompanied side effects.

E.
MASEAN COUNCIL MEETING

1. RESOLUTIONS ON AFTA

The issue of ASEAN Free Trade and its implications and effects on the practice of medicine in ASEAN was tabled by Dr P Krishnan, President of Malaysian Medical Association.  The following Resolutions were passed at the meeting:

Resolutions Regarding the Implication of the Implementation of AFTA on the Practice of Medicine in ASEAN countries

i.
Resolution 1

That MASEAN recognises the wide differences in medical legislation, professional and technological standards, as well as culture and language among the ASEAN countries; therefore the medical professionals of ASEAN countries are not ready for the full implementation of AFTA with regard to the liberalisation of medical services by the year 2003.

Proposer: 
Malaysia 




Seconder: 
Indonesia

For: 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam 

Abstain: 
Cambodia

ii.
Resolution 2

That members of MASEAN will communicate Resolution 1 to their respective governments as well as work with their respective governments on the stand of this issue within their own countries.

Proposer: 
Malaysia 




Seconder: 
Indonesia

For: 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam 

iii.
Resolution 3

That MASEAN countries agree to form a working group on this issue which will submit a report by the next mid-term MASEAN Meeting in Myanmar in November 2000. The terms of reference for this working group are to study the implications of AFTA on healthcare and the registration of doctors. (Afternote: Dr P Krishnan has agreed to be the Chairman of this Committee.)

Proposer: 
Malaysia 



Seconder: 
Singapore

For: 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam 

iv.
Resolution 4

That once a consensus has been arrived at, through Resolutions 1 to 3, MASEAN should make its representation to and meet the ASEAN Ministerial-level Meeting.


Proposer: 
Malaysia 



Seconder: 
Indonesia

For: 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, 

Abstain: 
Thailand, Vietnam 

2. CONSENSUS STATEMENTS

The MASEAN Chairman presented the following consensus statements were reached and accepted at the meeting:

i. We affirm the intention of the ASEAN nations to establish the region as a peaceful, mutually supportive area based on the will to develop a more humanitarian society in the 21st Century.  Efforts should be directed to overcome poverty and ill health through step-wise empowerment of people and healthcare providers.  Continuing efforts should be made to develop regional medicine to best meet the needs of the people in the region.

ii. Realising the importance of cooperation amongst ASEAN national medical associations as a major factor for the further development of medicine in each country, this spirit of cooperation should be further strengthened.

iii. Each national medical association will work towards closer cooperation with its Ministry of Health to develop and establish a sustainable health care delivery system to meet the needs of its people, in particular, the poor, children, women, disabled and the elderly.

iv. MASEAN will study the arrangements of the ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AFTA) with regards to its implication on healthcare.

3. PANEL DISCUSSION ON REGISTRATION OF DOCTORS

The following points were raised at the panel discussion on Registration of Doctors:

i. A system for initial registration and subsequent re-certification for fitness to practise needs to be considered. The following are aspects that need to be considered:

a) A valid certificate of practice will be issued by the country of initial registration. If the certificate becomes invalid for whatever reason, it will apply to all countries of ASEAN.

b) A doctor with a valid certificate also needs to obtain a certificate in the country of intended practice with regards to

i) ability to speak and understand the languages in the country of practice,

ii) ability to understand the cultural and social values of the country of intended practice.

c) A common ASEAN system of medical audit be set up based on the principles of good clinical governance

d) A system of re-certification be established in ASEAN.

ii. A resolution be passed that MASEAN develop the items ib), ic) and id) (This has been included as part of the terms of reference in Resolution 3).

4. MASEAN OFFICE BEARERS (1999-2001)

i.
The following are the present office bearer of MASEAN (1999-2001)


Chairman


:
Prof Hoang Dinh Cau


Vice Chairman

:
Prof Sau Sokkhonn


Secretary General

:
Assoc. Prof Cheong Pak Yean


Deputy Secretary General
:
Dr Tran Huu Thang

5.
MASEAN COUNCIL MEMBERS (1999-2001)


Cambodian Medical Association


Dr Touch Sareth, Secretary General


Dr Sea Huong, Deputy Secretary General

Indonesian Medical Association


Dr Merdias Almatsier, President


Prof DM Ahmad, Member


Malaysian Medical Association


Dr P Krishnan, President


Dr N Athimulam, President-Elect


Myanmar Medical Association


Prof Myo Myint, President


Prof Sammuel Kyan Hla, Secretary General


Singapore Medical Association


Assoc. Prof Goh Lee Gan, President


Assoc. Prof Cheong Pak Yean


Medical Association of Thailand


Prof Dr Arun Pausawadi, President


Dr Parchit Pawabutr, President Elect


Vietnam General Association of Medicine and Pharmacy 


Prof Hoang Dinh Cau, President


Dr Tran Huu Thang, Deputy Secretary General


Prof Hoang Bao Chau, Secretary General


Prof Nguyen Vuong, Deputy Secretary General

6.
MID-TERM MASEAN MEETING

Prof U Ko Lay, Vice President of Myanmar Medical Association informed that the mid-term MASEAN meeting would be held in October 2000 in Yangon, Myanmar.  He also informed that Myanmar Medical Association would be organising its Annual Conference in Jan 2000 in Yangon and invited all present to attend the Conference.

7. CAMBODIA ACCEPTED AS FULL MEMBER OF MASEAN

Cambodia Medical Association announced that they would host the 10th MASEAN Conference in October 2001 in Phnom Penh.

F. CLOSING REMARK

Dr Tran Huu Thang, Deputy Secretary General of MASEAN, on behalf of the MASEAN Secretariat, thanked all the delegates for their attendance and their contribution to the success of the Conference and declared the closing of the 9th MASEAN Conference.
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