Confirmed Minutes of the 11th Mid-Term Meeting of the 

Medical Association of South East Asian Nations (MASEAN) 

held on 17 & 18 November 2005 (Thursday & Friday) at 

Golden Jubilee Building, Bangkok, Thailand

1.
DELEGATES AT THE 11TH MASEAN mid-term meeting

Members Present:

Cambodian Medical Association (CMA)

1. HE Prof Sau Sokkhonn, President

2. Prof Seang Tharith, Vice Executive Director

3. Dr Touch Sareth, Vice Executive Director

4. Dr Saint Saly, Secretary General

Indonesian Medical Association (IMA)

1. Prof DR Dr F A Moeloek, President

2. DR Dr Fachmi Idris, Vice President / President-Elect

3. Dr Ihsan Oetama, International Relations

4. Dr Suhartono, Member

Malaysian Medical Association (MMA)

1. Datuk Dr N Arumugam, Past President

2. Dr M Ponnusamy, Honorary General Secretary

3. Dr Kuljit Singh, Honorary Deputy Secretary

4. Dr George Fernandez, Honorary Deputy Secretary

Myanmar Medical Association (MyMA)

1. Prof Thein Aung, 1st Vice President

2. Prof Soe Tun, Vice President (District)

3. Dr Soe Win, Joint Secretary

Philippines Medical Association (PMA)

1. Dr Jose Sabili, President

Singapore Medical Association (SMA)

1. Dr Lee Pheng Soon, President

2. Dr Raymond Chua, Honorary Secretary

Medical Association of Thailand (MAT)

1. Prof Dr Somsri Pausawasdi, President

2. Dr Kachit Choopanya, Past President

3. Dr Aurchat Kanjanapitak, Honorary Secretary

4. Dr Wonchat Subhachaturas, International Relations
Vietnam General Association Of Medicine & Pharmacy (VGAMP)

1. Dr Tran Huu Thang, Vice President

2. Dr Nguyen Quoc Truong, Director, Chief of Bureau

3. Dr Hoang Ahn Chuong, Member

4. Dr Nguyen Van Thai, Director

MASEAN Secretariat:

1. Ms Krysania Tan, Secretariat Officer, MASEAN Secretariat

Non-MASEAN Country Observers:

1. Dr Alice Yong Moi Ling, Specialist Physician, Ministry of Health, Brunei Darussalam

2. Dr Chan Yee Shing Alvin, Council Member, Hong Kong Medical Association

Absent:
1. Lao Medical Association

THURSDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 2005

2.
WELCOME & ROLL CALL 

i. Chairman of the Organising Committee (Medical Association of Thailand), Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas welcomed all delegates to the 11th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting in Bangkok.  

On behalf of Prof Somsri Pausawadi, President of Medical Association of Thailand, Prof Subhachaturas delivered the Opening Speech. 

ii. Prof F A Moeloek, President of MASEAN and Indonesian Medical Association expressed his appreciation to Medical Association of Thailand for hosting the 11th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting and welcomed all delegates. 

Prof Moeloek also extended his congratulations to Datuk Dr N Arumugam who has been appointed President-Elect of the World Medical Association. 



Prof Moeloek proceeded to deliver the MASEAN President’s Address.

iii. Dr Lee Pheng Soon, President of the Singapore Medical Association, informed delegates that as Dr Wong Chiang Yin, MASEAN Secretary General, is unable to attend the Meeting due to prior commitments, Dr Lee would take over his duties. 

iv. On behalf of the MASEAN Secretary General, Dr Lee called the                        11th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting to order, and proceeded to conduct the Roll Call by requesting all delegates to introduce themselves. 

v. Datuk Dr N Arumugam thanked Prof Moeloek for his congratulations and said that he was privileged to be elected President-Elect of the World Medical Association (WMA). His term will commence in October 2006 at the next WMA General Assembly. 

Dr Arumugam gave a brief introduction on WMA and encouraged delegates to become members of the WMA. 

3.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF 11TH MASEAN CONFERENCE IN BALI, 2004

i. Paragraph 5.5 (iii) – “Proposed Schedule of MASEAN Meetings”

Vietnam General Association of Medicine and Pharmacy clarified that the venue for the 12th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting in 2007 should be Hanoi, and not Ho Chi Minh City.  

ii. Paragraph 5.4 (iii) – “MASEAN Secretariat Report”

With regards to the proposal from Malaysian Medical Association for each member association to contribute a sum of US$100 for the Secretariat’s working funds, it was agreed to bring up the matter for discussion at the next Council Meeting in 2006.

iii. The minutes of the 11th MASEAN Conference held on 29 and 30 July 2004 in Bali, Indonesia, were passed and seconded by Medical Association of Thailand and Myanmar Medical Association respectively. 

4.
PRESENTATION – COUNTRY REPORTS

i. The following MASEAN members presented their country reports, which included updates and developments within their medical associations and countries:

· Cambodia 
(CMA)

· Indonesia 
(IMA)

· Malaysia 
(MMA)

· Myanmar 
(MyMA)

· Philippines 
(PMA)

· Singapore 
(SMA)

· Thailand 
(MAT)

· Vietnam 
(VGAMP)

The presentation of country reports was followed by a discussion.

ii. Referring to IMA’s presentation on the tsunami disaster, Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas (MAT) was of the opinion that countries in the region should help each other in massive disasters. 

iii. Dr Fachmi Idris (IMA) agreed with Prof Subhachaturas. Dr Idris added that neighbouring countries could also come together for regular meetings, and not only when there are disasters. 
iv. Prof F A Moeloek (IMA) proposed setting up a taskforce to look into areas of cooperation in massive disasters. Such a taskforce would also build upon the knowledge base and technology capabilities in terms of the medical response.
v. Referring to MyMA’s presentation, Dr George Fernandez (MMA) noted that only about 7000 out of a total population of 20,000 doctors are members of MyMA. Dr Fernandez shared that MMA had the same problems with membership as well, and proposed to look into how to increase numbers at the next MASEAN meeting. 
vi. Prof Subhachaturas proposed to invite participation and membership from the specialist societies. He shared that representatives from the local specialist societies participate in the MAT’s meetings and have become members in the process. 

vii. Prof Moeloek said that there was only one medical association in Indonesia and the specialist societies were part of IMA. While membership for IMA was not compulsory, members of the specialist and general practitioner societies automatically became members of IMA as well.

viii. Dr Alvin Chan from Hong Kong Medical Association asked about the percentage of family medicine doctors in Myanmar, and what was done to encourage membership in the rural area. He noted that most doctors preferred to practise in the city, and there would be insufficient doctors in rural areas. 

ix. Dr Thein Aung (MyMA) said that MyMA was the same as IMA: all specialists and GPs came under MyMA. He added that doctors practicing in remote areas or townships were mostly GPs. However, the percentage of GPs in big cities was also quite high.

x. Dr Fachmi requested to put on record MMA’s proposal to consider the issue of increasing membership as a theme in the next MASEAN meeting.

xi. Referring to PMA’s presentation, Dr N Arumugam (MMA) pointed out that while it might be possible to legislate compulsory membership, it was not possible to legislate participation. As an example, reaching a quorum for Annual General Meetings might be a problem.

xii. Dr Tran Huu Thang (VGAMP) thanked MMA and SMA for sending their newsletters to VGAMP. 
5.
ADJOURNMENT

i. Dr Lee Pheng Soon (SMA) thanked delegates for their presentation and cooperation. 
ii. Delegates were reminded that the meeting on Friday 18 November 2006 would commence at 8.30 am.

FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2005

6.
PRESENTATION – “THE MEDICAL ROLE IN MASSIVE DISASTERS”

i. The following MASEAN members presented their reports:

· Cambodia 
(CMA)

· Indonesia 
(IMA)

· Malaysia 
(MMA)

· Myanmar 
(MyMA)

· Singapore 
(SMA)

· Thailand 
(MAT)

Dr Alice Yong, a representative from the Ministry of Health, Brunei Darussalam (Brunei), also gave a presentation. 
The presentation of reports was followed by a discussion.

ii. Dr Lee Pheng Soon (SMA) proposed that countries exchange emergency contact numbers. Dr Lee also proposed that countries could share information, expertise and their experiences by posting them online.

iii. Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas (MAT) agreed that communication was important to building a united front. Even if direct assistance could not be given, countries can help by summoning help from others. 

iv. Prof Subhachaturas thanked all for their presentations and summarised the discussions.

Prof Subhachaturas noted that while many countries have put in place policies and documented various issues, it is important that these can be put into practice and that countries must be prepared as disasters can happen anytime. He reiterated the importance of international, and in particular, regional cooperation among MASEAN member associations.

v. Prof F A Moeloek (IMA) agreed on the need to put in place a central disaster management system so that in the event of a disaster, assistance could be readily sought from neighbouring countries. 

vi. Dr N Arumugam (MMA) proposed to publish the information and experiences in a book, as people will forget over time. The book would serve as a valuable guide for the future, as well as outline the role of the medical profession in massive disasters. 

vii. Prof Moeloek informed that IMA was already compiling such a book and would distribute it to MASEAN members upon completion. 

7.
REPORT – MASEAN WORKSHOP ON MEDICAL EDUCATION

i. Prof F A Moeloek (IMA) reported on the MASEAN Workshop on Medical Education, which was held on 20 August 2006 in Jakarta, Indonesia.         The workshop was a follow-up from the MASEAN Resolution on “Strengthening Professional Medical Education in Support of Health Development in the ASEAN Region”, which was proposed by IMA during the 11th MASEAN Conference held from 28 to 30 July 2004 in Bali, Indonesia.

ii. Prof Moeloek proposed the formation of a Standing Committee for Medical Education, which would prepare the plan of action, strategy and programme. He hoped that each MASEAN member association could nominate two representatives to join the Committee. 

iii. Dr Lee Pheng Soon (SMA) supported the proposal as continuing medical excellence must come from continuing medical education. Moreover, each country would have their own strengths and different ways of achieving their goals, which could be shared with the rest of the Committee.

iv. Dr N Arumugam (MMA) and Dr Touch Sareth (CMA) affirmed their associations’ commitment and support.

v. Dr Soe Tun (MyMA) noted that the world has changed a lot and it was important to practise with the right knowledge.  

vi. Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas (MAT) said that MAT was fully supportive.             He added that not all the countries in ASEAN were at the same stage of development, and there would be much to learn from each other.

vii. VGAMP likewise affirmed their support. 

viii. Ms Alice Yong, on behalf of the Ministry of Health, Brunei Darussalam, affirmed their support. Ms Yong added that Brunei had just started a medical school and would certainly need help to develop their standards.
8.
FUNDING OF MASEAN SECRETARIAT

i. Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas (MAT) proposed collecting membership dues, of which some of the collection would go towards the working funds for the MASEAN Secretariat.

ii. Dr N Arumugam (MMA) proposed passing a Resolution at the next MASEAN meeting to decide on the amount and to contribute it to the Secretariat.

iii. Dr Lee Pheng Soon (SMA) noted from the minutes of the last meeting that MASEAN Secretary General Dr Wong Chiang Yin had said that SMA considered it an honour to host the MASEAN Secretariat, and was happy to continue. 

Dr Lee added that the work, while heavy in terms of time spent, was not costly. For example, maintenance of the MASEAN website and email correspondences did not cost much. As such, Dr Lee proposed to continue communicating with members by email or the website whenever possible. 

iv. Dr Lee proposed that the hosting of the MASEAN Secretariat be rotated among willing member associations, as there was much to learn. However, to avoid being constrained by lack of resources, other member associations who would like to contribute towards the Secretariat’s funding should be allowed to do so. 

v. Prof Subhachaturas thanked SMA and proposed that members could disseminate information to the rest more efficiently by going through the MASEAN Secretariat.

9.
CLOSING CEREMONY

i. MASEAN President Prof F A Moeloek thanked all delegates and the MASEAN Secretariat for supporting the 11th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting. On behalf of everyone, Prof Moeloek also thanked the Medical Association of Thailand, as well as Prof Somsri Pausawasdi and Prof Wonchat Subhachaturas for hosting the Meeting.  

ii. MAT President Prof Somsri Pausawasdi thanked everyone for their participation and invited them to return to Thailand.

iii. SMA President Dr Lee Pheng Soon thanked Prof Moeloek and everyone for attending the Meeting and sharing their experiences. 

iv. The Malaysian Medical Association was affirmed as the host of the                       12th MASEAN Conference in 2006, which will be held in Kuala Lumpur. 

MMA agreed to consider a proposal to hold the Conference in Genting. 


The dates and venue would be confirmed in due course.

v. MASEAN delegates proceeded to exchange gifts with each other. 

vi. Prof Moeloek declared the close of the 11th MASEAN Mid-Term Meeting at 12.20 pm.

Minutes recorded by Ms Krysania Tan, Secretariat Officer, MASEAN Secretariat.
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